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treating the essential point very much in the Same way as
its minor detail. In other words, the Barabudur reliefs
are descriptive and not dramatic. The sculptor avoids
excitement or sensationalism of any kind and is content in
narrating the story in a colourless form,

Li the composition of reliefs we therefore almost always
find quite a large number of figures, many of whom play only
a very subordinate r61e, and whose absence would very often
not only not matter in the least, but would rather help
to direct our attention to the main actors and main incidents
in the story. There are, of course, exceptions to the rale,
but there is no doubt about the general tendency.

In spite of these obvious defects the reliefs have several
characteristic merits. In the first place the artist always
displays a fine sense of symmetery, harmony and rhythm
in grouping his figures. They are skilfully arranged in small
groups balancing each other, while the different poses,
varying attitudes, and distinct appearances and dresses of
figures in the same group serve to remove the aspect of
monotony and dullness which would otherwise be inevitable
in a scene depicting quite a large number of persons. For
example, of the gods and apsaras in PL XV, Fig. 1, and the
women in PI. XVI, Fig. 2, no two figures have the same
attitude or exactly the same dress and appearance.

The artist has further freely made use of trees, plants,
animals, and birds to break the dull monotony of his scene.
True to Indian traditions, he shows a keen appreciation of
the beauties of nature, and delights to depict human beings
in surroundings of natural beauty, as far, of course, as his
texts would permit. The landscape, specially trees, rocks and
rivers, is conventional but finely executed, and the lotus ponds
in PL XVIII, Fig. 2, and PL XIX, Fig. 1 are lovely examples
of naturalistic designs. The figures of the trees, birds and
animals, and sometimes of pavilions and palaces, and the
skilful way in which they are added to a scene to enrich and
enliven it, are worthy of the highest praise.